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by Horst Seeger

A most unusual ,most success-
ful Jim Clark Memorial Texas
Gar Rodeo just completed at
Caddo Lake near Karnack, Texas.
The East Texas Aguanauts from
Longview, Texas have hosted
this spearfishing contest now.for
the fourth time in a row; once
a year since 1968, when Jim
Clark, a diver from Shreveport,
Leuisiana, was fatally shot by a
duck hunter mistaking him for
a alligator. In his memory are
we holding this event annually
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Largest Gar

Lbs. Oz.
Jack Echart, Tex. ... 44
Matt Wiley, Tex. ........ 38
Jerry Belyew, Mo. ...... 37
Gary Swearengin, La. 35
Jim Uievar, Okla. ........ 34
Matt Wiley, Tex. ...
Jim Nievar, Okla. .
Dennis Corcoran, Tex. 30
Jim Nievar, Okla. ........ 28
10. Ronald Williams, Tex. 27
11. Matt Wiley, Tex. ..
12. Jerry Belyew, Mo. .......
13. Mike Young, Tex. ...... 26
14. Jerry Belyew, Mo. ...... 26
15. Matt Wiley, Tex. ..
16. Bob Overy, Mo. ..
17. Jim Wood, La.
18. Dennis Corcoran, Tex. 25
18. Aubrey McElroy, Tex. 25
20. Aubrey McElroy, Tex. 25
21. Ed Ralston, Okla: ... 25
22. Bob Overy, Mo. ............ 25
23. James Swilley, Tex. ...24
24, C. H. Jesseph, Okla. ...24

Divers Entered: 62
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MOST AGGREGATE WEIGHT
(Single Diver)
Lbs. Oz.

oy

Bob Overy, Mo.,
J.C.M. Champion ...... 271 10

2 Matt Wiley, Tex. ........208 10

3 Jerry Belyew, Mo. ........ i84 O

4 Dennis Corcoran, Tex. ..142 9

5 Ed Ralston, Okla. ... 141 3
6 Gary Swearengin,

La. 3

7 Jim Nievar, Okla. ....... 0

8 Mike Young, Tex. .......... 67 9
Novice

1 Jim Wood, La, ........... 26 1

under the sponsorship of the
Southwest Council for Skindiv-
ing Clubs.

For those who are unfamiliar
with diving and spearfishing, I
will give a few sentences of ex-
planation. The objective of this
event was to spear the gar, a
prehistoric menster, which has
survived the ages unchanged and
is known to terrorize the fish
life of the southern lakes and
rivers. The diver, half-fish and
half-human, jumps out of his
boat and disappears below the
surface of the ice cold water,
preferrably 45-50 degrees Faren-
heit. There he swims along the
bottom cof the lake until he sees
the object, a needlenose or alli-
gater gar, lying in his winter
sleep. Nervously, he aims his
speargun at the fish and pulls
the trigger. If he doesn’t miss,
the spear will penetrate the gar’s
body and the ride begins. The
wounded fish will try to escape
and will drag the diver behind
him through moss and brush un-
til the gar-gets-tired: Now the

SWC

diver can get closer to the beast,
grab it by the snout, swim with
it to his boat and throw it in.
This game will repeat itself un-
til it is weigh-in time, the diver
gets tired, or he sees a ten-foot
alligator.

This year sixty-twe divers
from Texas, Oklahoma, Louisi-
ana, and Missouri tried to outdo
themselves in this more and
more popular sporting event, and
what a job they did. A tctal of
1,678 pounds of gar was killed
by these hardy men in a four-
hour-long centest -— previous
record was 286 pounds.

The new Jim Clark Memorial
champion is Bob Overy from St.
Louis, Missouri with a catch of
271 pounds, 10 ounces of gar —
previous record was 79 pounds,
9 ounces., The largest gar, weigh-
ing 44 pounds, 5 ounces, was
brought in by Jack Echart from
Arlington, Texas — previous rec-
crd was 31 pounds, 15 ounces.
Second place trophy for largest
gar went to Matt Wiley from

(Continued on-Page- 2)

Wins

Inter Council
Contest

by Ren Hagel

There was an air of excitement
this past weekend as the Okies
and the Texans tangled in the
first interceuncil dive. The
Southwest Council came out on
top and took the big intercouncil
trocphy home. Matter of fact,
the SWC virtually took all the
goodies at this first meet.

Southwest Council Clubs show-
ed up in force with eleven clubs
attending, Oklahoma was repre-
sented by the Okla. Council (Hy-
dronauts); although outnumber-
ed they did an outstanding job
— Okla. was to be represented
by two councils, one attended.

TEAM STANDINGS

Lbs. Oz

1. Dennis Corcoran—Matt Wiley, Tex. ... 351 3
2. Bennie Hariwell—Bob Overy, Mo. ............... 280 5
3. Jerry Belyew, Mo. ..o 184 0
4. Ed Ralston—C. H. Jesseph, Ore. . ... s 179 3
5. Jim Wood—Gary Swearengin, La. ... 159 4
6. Paul Cannon—Mike Young, TeX. ..ooriioiiiiieciiiecicaeen 121 2
7. Ronald Williams—Jack Echart, Tex. .. ... 104 3
8. Jim Nievar—Paul Cleveland, Okla. 0
9. Aubrey MCEIroy, TeX. .o 50 12
10. Paul Oberle—Dennis R. Welch, La. ... 43 14
11. Robert E. Swilley—James R. Swilley, TexX. ... 36 3
12. Bob Womack—Bill Womack, Tex. ... 30 8
13. Molt Mews—Mike Sabin, La. ... .. 21 6
14. Robert Lachey--Wayne Mathewson, Tex. ... 6 14
15. Ron Hazel—Charlie T. Crawford, OKla. ... 5 6
Teams Entered: 33 1,678 3

The ccuncil that attended was
the Okla. council (Hydronauts).
OKLA. SCUBA DIVERS, WHERE
WERE YOU?  Special thanks to
the Okla. Council for attending

The competition was stiff, but
everyone had a gcod time and
made some new lasting friend-
ships. The lake was not at its
best condition for the contest,
the visibility was poor and very
few fish were brought in. This
was due to the recent rains and
made it very hard for the divers
to locate fish.

The Lawton Argonauts would
like to thank each and every
diver of the SWC whe showed
up and participated in the con-
test.

I would like to take this time
and give a special thanks to the
members of the Argonauts for
a job well done. It took a lot
of hard work to make the con-
test the success that it was.

For a tally of the receipts —
we took in $310.50 in entry fees,
our total expenses were in ex-
cess of $325.40. Even though we
did not break even, we felt we
owed an obligation to the char-
ity that received the most votes
at registration (Crippled Chil-
dren Fund); therefore, we are
giving a donation of $25.00 in
the name cof the Southwest Coun-
cil and Okla. Council.

Gordon Beznoska, a State Rep-

(Continued on Page 3)

SWC( Convention
At Longview

== Feh. 4,5, 1972
1678 Lbs. Gar at °

Jim Clark Memornal

After serious consideration of
several attractive bids for the
Scuthwest Council Convention,
the executive committee esta-

blished the East Texas Aqua-
nauts as the host for the annual
cocnvention which will be held
in Longview, Texas on February
4 and 5, 1972. Festivities and
the business sessions will be held
at the Continental Inn at Long-
view. Festivities will begin with
a social hour Friday night, Feb-
ruary 4, at the Continetal Inn,
located on highway 80 in Long-
view. Saturday, February 5, will
be the business session starting
immediately after breakfast, a
buffet luncheon, and an after-
nocn session including election
of officers for 1972. Saturday
night there will be the awards
banquet followed by dancing to
a live band. There will be sep-
arate activities for the wives of
members who do not wish to
attend - the-business sessions.
Rooms for the convention can
be cbtained at very reasonable

rates at the Continental Inn.
Call them directly for reserva-
tions. Clubs and council mem-
bers are reminded to submit
censtitutional amendment items
to Ben Sleigh as soon as possible
for consideration at the conven-
tion. Members are also request-
ed to start thinking about their
preferences fer 1972 officers.

1971
Point Stundmgs

Ed Ralston ...
Matt Wiley ..
Wilbur Knight ...
Dennis Coresian
Charles Crawford
James Permeater .
Bruce Mayes

Ronnie Walters ...

Wayne Mathewson ... 20
Jack Parsons ... 19
Ben Sleigh ... 18
Earl Rhodd ...

1621 Mayflower Dr.

1972 Southwest Council Convention

FILM CONTEST

Send Entries to Ben Sleigh

Deadline is Midnight Friday, Jan. 28,

Irving, Texas 75061
1972
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The Editorial Page of the Slate

BOB HARRIS
Managing Editor

TONY BRUGUIERE
President, SWC

JUDY CROUCH
Feature Writer

ED KELLIHER
Secretary, SWC

Published monthly in Fort Worth, Texas. Subscribers and
advertisers write: Editor, 525 Melody Lane, Richardson, Texas
75080 Subscription rates per year $3.50 post paid at Grand
Prairie, Texas. Process is offset an dcopy deadline is the 15th of
each month. This paper subscribes to the principles of good

journalism.

Lake Murray
Lawton Dive

Largest Fish
1st—Bruce Mayes, 10 1b 11 oz
2nd—Wayne Mattenson, 9 1b 4 oz
3rd—Joe Landon, 8 1b 1 oz
4th—Ed Ralston, 6 1b 10 oz

Teams
1st—Joe Landon, George Gill,
41 1b 7 oz
2nd—Ed Ralsten, Jim Nievar,
36 1b 0 oz

3rd—Robert Lackey, Wayne
Mathewson, 24 1b 2 oz
4th—Bruce Mayes, Chuck
Joyner, 16 1b 11 oz
Misc.
Novice—Joy Redden, 5 oz
Most Fish—Ed Ralston, 7 fish

Treasure Hunft
1st—Alan Steinway
2nd-Jack Trotter
: 3rd—Bud Banner

—Jim Clark Memorial
(Continued from Page 1)
Fort Worth, Texas (38 pounds,
1 ounce). The third largest gar
was caught by Jerry Belyew
from St. Louis, Missouri (37
pounds). The fourth place trophy
was won by Gary Swearengin
from Bossier City, Louisiana with
a 35 pounder. When has it ever
happened that a 34 pound, 12
ounce gar, killed by Jim Nievar
from Oklahoma City, for ex-
ample, did not win a prize? Can
you imagine that 22 gar were
caught weighing more than 25

pounds each!!

First team trephy went to
Dennis Corcoran and Matt Wiley
from Fort Worth, Texas with an
unbelievable catch of 351 pounds,
3 ounces of gar. WOW!! Pre-
vious record was 133 pounds, 7
ounces. Second place team tro-
phy was won by Bennie Hartwell
and Bob Overy from St. Louis,
Missouri with a catch of 280
pounds, 5 ounces of gar, and
third place team trophy was won
by Jerry Belyew from St. Louis,
Missouri with a catch of 184
pounds doing the job of two.
WOW!! WOW!! He beat out
thirty other two-man teams for
a beautiful third place team
trophy. Only cne record still
stands, that for novice diver and
this one was only barely missed.
New 1971 Novice Champion is
Jim Wood from Shreveport,
Louisiana with a nice gar weigh-
ing 26 pounds, 1 ounce. He could
not better our Dee Shappell’s
record of 26 pecunds, 12 ounces.
By the way, all trophies were
hand-made from cypress knees
by Mike Young, the president of
East Texas Aquanauts and should
therefore be a valuable rarity.

I believe some of these records

ICUE Huge

Success

by Judy Crcuch

The Third International Con-
ference on Underwater Educa-
tion, hosted by the Southwest
Council Instructors Program, was
a tremendous success with an
excess of 300 registered partici-
pants. The Conference, held at
the Dallas Hilton Inn on Sep-
tember 17, 18 and 19, has been
declared most successful by the
National Association of Under-
water Instructors, who sponsor
the IQ annually.

Divers from every area of the
United States and several other
countries came together to ex-
change the latest information in
diving education and advance-
ment. The Conference program
was presented by a most im-
pressive assemblage of diving
educators and researchers. Div-
ing equipment manufacturers
brought along their latest
achievements for registrants to
examine first-hand. The under-
water photographic world was
well represented by the amazing
photographers and their amaz-
ing equipment.

Friday night's Attitude Ad-
justment Hour was highlighted
by a television spot on the 10:00
News featuring the ICUE activ-
ities in the exhibitors area taped
earlier in the day.

Dallas’ first Underwater Film
Festival, despite the record low
temperatures, was a smashing
success. 1500 bundled-up people
made their way to McFarlin
Auditerium to see a collection of
breath-taking underwater films,
Emcee Paul Tzimoulis, editor of
“Skin Diver Magazine”, was
greatly impressed with the en-
thusiastic response of the Dallas
audience.

Congratulations to the South-
west Council Instructors Pro-
gram and all those people who
worked to make the IQ3 a suc-
cess for diving a success for the
Dallas area diving community.

will stand for awhile. In spite
of the miserable weather
throughout the tournament, (it
rained continuously, was windy
and cold) this year’s Texas Gar
Redeo will remain unforgettable
for all who participated. Nobody
can imagine what we could have
done if we could have had a bet-
ter turnout and sunshine. No
matter what, Caddo Lake should
be a better lake for fishing next
year because 1,678 pounds of
gar will not neat 10,000's of
pounds of game fish.

MATT WILEY and Denis Cor-
coran were first place team in
the inter council contest. Both
divers placed high in the SWC
point standings.
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HEADQUARTERS AREA for the SWC vs. Oklahoma Councils
dive at Possum Kingdom Lake The dive was hosted by the
Lawton Argonauts.

L

LES HOMMES de Mer vs. Texins dive was won this year by the
crew shown above from LHDM.

e dive shop

SIV e Ae ) DACLAS HERAS TH204 823 041

W. A. MAYER CO., INC.
2719 Live Oak Street - Dallas, Texas 75204
823-5046

ED RALSTON was the winner
of the Lawton Dive at Lake
Murray. This win cinched the
top peint standing position for
the SWC.

Diving Equipment Sales Qualified Instructors
Regulator Repair

Air Fills

Diving Equipment Rental
Tank Hydrostating

WE WILL TRY TO MEET OR BEAT
ANY LOCAL ADVERTISED DISCOUNT

PRCE ON DIVNG EQUIPMENT
&\Y\\\x SN \t\\%

TEXINS TEAM of Blackstone
and Zetty won first place at
the Texins last dive of the
season.

Serving the diver at this location for 13 years.

Open 52 weeks a year

9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Weekdays
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Saturday
SEE YOU AT THE LAKE SUNDAY

SWC
CONVENTION

FEB. 4, 5, 1972

SOUTHWEST COURNCIL INSTRUCTOR PROGRAM

THE TRAINING &

Box 146, Richardson, Texas 75080 CERTIFYING ARM OF

Board of Advisors
D. Pat Ryan
Glen Egstrom, Ph.D.
James R. Stewart
Leonard Greenstone

Board of Directors

Executive Director

Bud Columbia

Secretary

Charles E. Jones, M.D.
Treasurer

Bill Flagg
Standards & Requirements

William Schroeder
National Affairs &
Public Relations

J. Hilton Quine
Research & Technical
Development

Thad Moore

Instructor Evaluations
A. E. Blood, Ph.D.
Diver Certifications
Tom Hanley
Southwest Council
Representative
E. A. Bruguiere

“"DEEP QUALITY"”
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HOME OF GOLDFINGER

WORLD’S LARGEST DIVE SHOP COMPRESSOR

Certified Air Station of Distinction
CONCRETE BOAT RAMP DIVNG BARGE

€¢ »
Suéa oinlt
POSSUM KINGDOM LAKE

RENTALS — SALES — SERVICE

SN ¥ 3

PAUL TIZMOULIS was a key
speaker at the ICUE sessions.
He was also the MC of the Un-
derwater Film Festival.
—Photo by Bert Smith

SCIP — PADI CERTIFICATIONS — SCUBA LESSONS

Phone 779-2482
THE REGISTRATION BOOTH at the ICUE started the conference TOM & MARY DAVIS
off on the right foot with a cheery smle from the attractive Owners

young ladies who handled the task. —Photo by Bert Smith

STAR RT,, BOX 150

—SWC Wins Contest Graford, Texas 76045

(Continued from Page 1)

resentative from Oklahoma, was
on hand to hand out the trophies
to the winning divers and to
hand out the door prizes that
were donated to the dive by re-
tail merchants of Lawton.

The winners cof the contest
were: Traveling Trophy, OKla-
homa Hydronauts; Largest Tur-
tle, Zeke Zetty; Smallest Turtle,
Larry Wiley. First Largest, Matt
Wiley; Second and Third Largest,
Dennis Cocoran. Most Fish, Den-
nis Cocoran. First Team, Matt
Wiley and Dennis Cocoran; Sec-
ond Team, George Blackstone
and Zeke Zetty; Third Team,
Benny Sligh and Jack Echart;
Fourth Team, Larry Wiley and
Merrill Stienthorpe; First Larg-
est Novice, James Wilson. SWC
is the chamipons of the two
councils, but I have heard ru-

- mors that the-Okies are plan-

ning to take the big council
trophy home with them next
year.

I would personally like to
thank Benny Sliegh, President of
SWC and John Gibbons, Vice-
President of Underwater Society
of America, for the help they
gave the Argonauts in regard to
the contest.

President, Ben Sleigh — LHDM,
1621 Mayflower, Irving, Texas
75060

Secretary, Ed Kelliher — ORCA
TAMERS, 512 Grace, Fort
Worth, Texas 76111

Treasurer, Bill Green — Midland

Area 1 V. P., Wayne Mathewson
~TEXINS, 4725 Windsor, Gar-
land, Texas 75040

Area 2 V. P. Dennis Corcoran —
IDA, 6313 Greenfield Road F,t.
Worth, Texas 76135

Area 5 V. P., Ken Modges — Mid-
land, 3909 Tanner Dr., Midland,
Texas 79701

Area 6 V. P, Paul Cannon — ETA
1806 Beth Dr., Longview, Texas
75601

Area 7 V. P, Bruce Mayes -
LAWTON DIVERS, 919 S. 35th,
Lawton, Oklahoma 73501
James B. Bowers, Director
Richard Stovall, Director
Dune Divers, 2809 Maxwell,
Midland, Texas 75080

Manager of SLATE, Bob Harris—
TEXINS, 525 Melody Lane,
Richardson, Texa s75080

Public Relations, C. A. Atchison,
ORCA TAMERS, 1020 Carpen-
ter, Azle, Texas 76020

AQUA SPORTS SKIN DIVING CENTER

Specializing in Dacor
Diving Equipment

SEE YOU AT THE
CONVENTION

G. C. BRADBURN, Owner
11116 Harry Hines Blvd.

Dallas, Texas

241-2900

The Best Dive Boat Available Anywhere!!

DAMN

INFLATABLE We are divers too
CRAFT OUR We know Dive Boat
SPECIALTY

requirements and

"We Sell Fun recommend these:

For Years
To Come”

Once you use one

you will know too!
ALWAYS ROOM FOR ONE MORE

BONAIR

100% American made.
Good looking, fast

ZODIAC

5 models in stock
from 9’ to 15’
Priced from $405

SPEEDY AK

Made in France. They have a
great reputation. Strong!

3 sizes in stock. Available in 3 sizes

Priced from $295 Priced from only $299

WE ARE AUTHORIZED EVINRUDE & CHRYSLER OUTBOARD MOTOR DEALERS

S\‘ ‘E“ We stock from 3% hp. to 50 hp. and repair all motors. Coine see

us. Talk diving, call us for demonstration, write for data.
NMARINE SALES

£34 9. Central brpressway
Richardson. Texas 15080
Phone 214 2316561

Ranait Boats
Chrysier Motors
Speedyak Boats
Todvac Boals
Nanne Accessones
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your lifeline for
alifetime adventure

u:s. DIVERS AQUA LUNG® REGULATORS WITH
EXCLUSIVE ONE-OWNER LIFETIME GUARANTEE

: ‘WIthOUt the regulator e man could not'be free'to explore the

- underwater world. . . And, there’s just no second best for the
-discriminating diver. That's why divers choose Aqua-Lung®

“ regulators — because they meet the hlghest and most ngorous
standards in design and performance. :

Dive with the assurance that your reg : Iator is the most

' scnentrﬂcally advanced equipment available Choose anyone of
~the all. new performance regulators featu ing for the first -

time the new adjustable piston. flrst stage and new lmproved :

“second stage prowdmg total performance wrthout ‘equal

Get ,our new; 3G-page'full color Adventure Cat'alog. Send $(I.00vto U.S. Divers Co.;
< DeptiA; 3323 West Warner Ave.; Santa Ana, California 92702..




