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PRESIDENT'S REFORT

the first contest of the 1976' season is
here. It's time to get your diving gear out
of the closet and check to see if everything
is in order. Ask yourself when was the last
time I had a visual inspectlon of my tank?
encourage all divers 1o read the Editorial
page in the March issue of “Skin Divexr".

This will be another great year for the
Southwest Councll. There is bound to be more
competition in the Novice Division with two
new clubs in the Council., Also the Novice
Division will be giving two trophies instead
of just one and evexy diver that has mot won
at least three trophles can compete for these
trophies.

1 would 1like to encourage all divers to
enter the Scuba Skills event that will be held
at all contests except the Car Hodeo.

1f you have any questions or problens about
the Council ask your Area V.P, or write me or
do both. The officers of the Council were
elected to encourage and promote the sport of
Seuba Diving and represent you.

1 hope to see everyone at the
and the Buffalo Blast.

I

1HDM contest

Deryle R. Matthews
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AREA 3 VICE PRESIDENT'S REPORT

American Airlines Agquajets have elected club
officers for 1976, they are; President Lee
Bumpas, Y.P. Glenn Wright, Sec./Treas. Elbert
Jackson.

The club is busy making plans for thelr SWC
sanctioned dive scheduled for June 12-13, at
Lake Whitney. The Aquajets also voted at
their Feb, meeting to have at least two dlve
trips to the Gulf of Mexico this year. We
will be reporting more on these trips as plans
are completed.

We dont have anything to report from the B.1.
Divers as we have been unable to contact anyone
from that c¢lub., Perhaps next month I will have
news from them.

I have become affiliated with the Undexrwater
Explorers Soclety of Freeport, Grand Bahamas as
an Instructor and Guide. Ve have a few openings
for a week of unlimited diving in the Bahamas at
a very reasonable price. Available weeks arej
the last week of April, the last week of June,
and two weeks during October. If anyone would
1ike additional information you may contact me
by mail at L4274 Crest Haven Dallas, TX or call
(214) 358-L005.

Elbert Jackson

AREA IV REPORT Fage 2
The Midland Dune Divers are ln the pro-
cess of attempting to reorganize the lead-
ership in the club, It is proposed that
we have no officers and no scheduled events
except for the monthly SWC sponsored dives.
If anyone is planning a trip other than a
SWC dive, it is requested that they notify
the shop to see if there are othexs who may
wish to join. If this plan is successful,
you will be able to tell with the attendance
at the first SWC dive in March.

Don Howard, an ex-club member who moved
to Houston several years ago, and I went to
Amistad in January. We launched at Diablo
East Marina {where the Natlonals were held)
and traveled up the Rio Grande approximately
4O miles to the Pecos River. It was a very
interesting trip. The journey took two days
and used right at 30 gallons of gas! Coming
back to Diablo East was an experience in 1t~
self, as the waves wWere tremendous. The
lake authorities displayed the small crafi
warnings (38 mph wind), but we were unaware
of this when we left the day before. After
talking with them when ve returned, they
gald that this gust of wind had been ex-
pected for several days. Three smaller
boats and one 40 foot houseboat were sunk.
After the storm was over, we went up Devils
River and found water with visiblility be-
tween 30 and 40 feet. I have never seen
water so clear in a lake. The temperature
was another surprise, 46 Degrees.

Dad and I went to Lake Spence the other
day. We had alot of fun, visibility about
10 feet. The water was considerably warmer
than that at Amistad,

Hope to see you at P.K. 1n March.

Bart A. FeCollum
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NOTICE: TFlease be remlnded,
the 1976' dues are due and if
not paid soon the March editlon
of the Slate shall be the final
1ssue recelved. Also, for com-
petition points or V.P. honus
points, your individual dues
must be recorded.
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Page 3

The Slate got off to a very slow start for the year 76°'. Our February edition was de-
layed until after the Convention in order for Convention Reports to be made. We held the
Slate until Feb. 24th and sti1ll did not receive much material as that edition reflects.

Ve have had numerous complaints on the quality and outlay of the Slate in general.

After havling spent approximately four evenings working into the early morning hours pre-
paring an edition for the printer (typing reports, setting ads, margins, page numbers, ar-
ranging the front cover and various art work) and then preparing the edition for mailing
"(inserting pages, stappling, typing labels, applying labels, sorting by Zip code, tying of:
for each mailing station, and counting each Slate for Bulk fee charge); we realize more
than anyone, the pooxr quality of the Slate, after applying ourselves to preparing 400-500
copies of the Slate per edition. But if there is any blame for the outlay of the Slate it
i1s accepted here by the Editor and Secretary. We have welcomed suggestions and material
but keep in mind the limited budget of 1975'1

At the Les Hommes Dive I willl have estimates of printing the Slate which I will submit
to the Bxcutive Board for discussion. The items to be discussed are the cost of professice
al set-ups and printing or resuming the present off-set printing.

Your Slate Editor and Secretary do not mean this article as a complaint to the membersl
but as an explanation of the effort and time we put into the Slate. Ve accepted office a-
gain for 76' in order to continue to be an active part of and work for OUR COUNCIL. We ne
your co-operation as well as your complaints, We hope to have the Slate a new printer and
back on a regular schedule with the April edition.

Charlie

Schedule o,[ Events - 1976

DATE EVENT LOCATICH SFONSCR

*Nar, 20-21 Rough Fish Roundup PK, Sandy Beach Les Hommes De Mer

¥ppril 10-11  Buffalo Blast PX, IDA Pavillion Inland Divers Assoc,

*May 1-2 Undexwater Safari Travis, LCRA Fark Texins Divers

*May 22-23 Spearfishing Texoma, Soldler's Creek  Lawton Divers

¥June 12-13  Spearfishing Whitney, State Park American Alrlines Agqua jetis

*Aug., 7-8 ¥Mid~year Convention To Be Announced The Hutto's

*Aug, 7th FPhoto Contest Mid~year Convention Dallas Divers

*Aug, 21-22  Spearfishing Whitney, TBA Orca Tamers & Whitney Dive:

*Sept. 3-5 Spearfishing Date Subject to change Little Gem - TBA

*Dec, 11-12  Jim Clark Femorial Caddo, Curley's Canmp zast Texas Aquanauts
(Texas Gar Rodeo)

*Jan, 15, 76 Fhoto Contest Tnland Divers Assoc,

*Feb, 5, 76 FPhoto Contest SWC Convention To Be Announced

* TBA o Fhote Contest East Texas Aquanauts

*SOUTHWEST COUNCIL SFONSCRED



AREA 1 REPORT Fage b

Area 1 has reason to be very proud! David MclMurry was elected Excutive Vice President at
the recently concluded SW{ Convention and Myrna Jorgensen re-elected Treasurer.

Congratulations to the East Texas Aquanauts for putting on a splendid Convention. A vote
of thanks to Robert Swilley for a year well served as our Presldemnt, ya done good! I am
proud ¢f the Vice President trorhy presented by the Crawfords. It is beautiful and I invite
you all 10 see it at our store where it is proudly displayed.

Diving activity is up in our area. All clubs held well attended February meetings. Lets
highlight them:

Texinst they have sent out volunteer scouts to find other sultable lakes in the region
to dive and one was reported on by scout Doc Fatterson who vislted Broken Bow and Fat Vayse,
Ker. Snider reviewed the Texins training class plans with the emphasis on Pizza. Thad Moore
spoke about "the Cousteau Story" belng shown Feb., 28th at Northpark Inn, Dallas. ¥el Cannon
told of the Dallas Divers Jailmaica trip in June and the club was entertained by a certain
Area Vice Pres. wlth film of the Creat Blue Hole.

Aqua Sports: changed thelr ever loven name. Now they are ACTION DIVERS! Secretaries and
SWC historlans take note. Actlon Divers is a great name and everyone hopes the club will
grow and become more active in Southwest Counecll activities. They also enjoyed my film. z

Les Hommes De Mers had a large meeting at the Dallas Aquarium. This club is on the grow!
James Ardis 1s its Preslident thls year and is a go-getter as well as a flne-putter-ocuttex! '
Ve did the film to them too! Thelr dive on March 20-21 was discussed and the committee is
hard at work to get the diving season off to a great start, All Carp and Buffalo, Shad and
Grindle have been alerted at PK to be in their places on Sunday March 2ist and prepare to
get shot. Small fry need not be present,

Dallas Divers: met before a standing room only croud. Wayne preslded over this madcap
bunch whose biggest news was the fact that one of our members, Sharron Roblnson, is running
for Dallas County Sheriff] 1 know she 1s gonna win it too! She is a Diving Sheriff and
the best looking candidate for any offlice this election year. Heason enough to cast your
vote April 3rd for Sharron.

Sherman Divers: will see a great new film at thelr meeting ¥arech 13th., As for activities
I am told they have been diving all winter in Texoma, that the visibility is € inches but
that the North Texas area divers dont mind at all.

We are actively talking to two groups at present with intentions of having them foxrm clubs
and Join the SWC, |

The Explorer Post #1168:1 meets regulary and is enjoying new growth. The young explorers
have a dive at lake Travis planned for the first week-end in March., Eight Explorers recently .
made their first Gulf dive with a group from Divers World on the Silver King 11, They had a
Spadet ish contest which Matt Hammer won with a 17%" specimen narrowly edging out Dan
O'Conner's Spade at 16 3/4"., Several Post members plan to go to the Belize Blue Hole in
Yarch and they all expect to partake of SWC activities this year. 1 hope when you see these
yvoungsters you will welcome them to your dives and show them whexe the fish are,

Safe Diving,

Hank
g t INTERNATIONAL TRAVEL
> %
3 & REMEMBER DIVERS WORLD FOR NIKONCS, .?(.
EUMIG CAMERAS, IKELITE HOUSINGS....
SPEARGUNS. .CATCH BAGS..ALL YQU NEED gfiﬂ‘w 5
Q FOR THE BEST DIVE TRIP OF YOUR LIEE. o
n WRITE OR CALL OR COME IN FOR AY CoRK
0T & mset Fonse INFO AND RESERVATIONS

Je CAYMAN =+ ST e o
COZUMEL HﬁlTl Bﬁni YdJ TELL US WHERE,..WE DO THE REST!
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AREA VII REPORT Pagr.

For many people, "April Showers bring
May flowers", and for members of the Lawton
Divers Club, April will bring a spearfishing
trip to the 0il rigs off the coast of Texas.

American Ainlines Aquajets

In anxious anticipation of the diving Siling Cub
season and culmanating many less than clam- AVAING
ictic spearfishing trips in December and Rt. 3 Box 29

January, the Lawton Divers are planning and
co-ordinating a trip to the high seas.

In response to inquires received and with Roanoke Texas 76262
due respect to the SCUBA USA column in the MELfA :
Skin Diver magazine, this may answer a few Each Member A C fAcD Dk
questions concerning diving in lLake Elmer

Thomas, Northwest of the Lawton/Ft. Sill T
area, 'It should be noted and a word to the We suppont all activities of
wise should be sufficient when traveling to The Southwest Counail

and from Lake Elmer Thomas on US Hwy 49 (Med- ;
icine Park Hwy) caution should be exercised,

The Medicine Park Constubles have recently ; Mo ok wach mondh
acquired "Reinforcements" and a less than Me.otwgb Last nday 6
favorable reputation. You've heard of speed- af DFW Adrpont

traps and Kangaroo Courts, you ain't seen
nothing yet.

Lake Elmer Thomas itself has approx. 20 President Seonetan
miles of shoreline and an average depth of 45 & d
ft. The lake is devided, half is on the Mil- Gary Embree Canolyn Embree

itary or Ft. Sill side and the other on the
Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge. On the Re- j
guge side are two swimming beaches open to the A
public from Fay to September and the dam where

a depth of 75 plus feet may be atained, vis-
ibility ranges from zero to 25 ft, during the
colder months., The bottom 1s cluttered with
boulders, near the dam, flat areas with one to
three foot of silt near the cliffs and as in
all comparable lakes, vegetation near the banks.
Fish in the lake seem to have been depleated
over the years but a flathead may still be
found, remembering of course, that spearfishing
in the lake is no longer legal. Divers plan-
ning a dive on the Military side should register
at the boat house and keeping in mind the local
"fuss" when diving use a dive flag,

Doyle Delaney
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Our Yorld-Underwater - VI welcomes you to
Chicago for your forthcoming meeting and Con-
vention May 6 and 7, 1976. This program (OvW-
U VI) is sponsored by the Chicago YMCA M tro
Council and your meeting is co-hosted by the
I1linols Council of Skin and Scuba Clubs.

Bruce Mayes of the Lawton Divers en-

P.0. Box 643 joys his catch. His 31 1b. Flathead

?;T;§°2é615§420187 was speared in Jan. at Lake Ft. Cott.

% Harry Shanks
Underwater Society
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Matthews goes off the deep end

Deryle Matthews, a Vought Systems
numeric control operator, says he is
doing just fine on the job.

Off duty, however, he's down a lot of
the time. He's even gone off the deep
end a few times.

Malthews is not schizophrenic, or even
particularly troubled. You see, he's an
amateur skin diver. His hobby is going
under — and he loves it.

He is especially happy these days be-
cause he recently became president of
the Southwest Council (SWC) of Diving
Clubs, a confederation of 20 groups
of inland divers in Texas, Oklahoma,
Arkansas and Louisiana.

Matthews said the challenges and risks
of diving offer him the same kind of at-
traction that flying holds for pilots.

And the rewards are well worth the
risks. “The underwater world is com-
pletely different; it's quiet, beautiful and
fascinating,” he said. “| thrive on it.”

- Diving caught his attention five years
ago when he was seeking a hobby his
whole family could enjoy. Detzrmined to
make it a family sport, he persuaded his
wife, Sandra, to join him in taking a
course given by a dive shop in Hurst,

Today, he says, she is as much a
diving enthusiast as he, and the four
children are rapidly following suit.

Through membership in a Fort Worth
diving club, the couple advanced from
regular diving to spearfishing. It wasn't
long before they began entering SWC-
sponsored spearfishing contests held at
lakes throughout the Southwest.

For spearfishing, Matthews explained,
the diver dons his usual equipment of
mask, fins, scuba tanks (self-contained
breathing devices) and a wet suit if it's
cold, plus a spear gun of the old rubber-
spring or the new pneumatic variety.

The fishermen travel in pairs for safety
and convenience reasons. “It's good to

have someone keep an eye on you," he
said. "And guys who've worked together
a lot can improve each other's fishing.”

To trap his prey, the diver gets as
close to the lake's bottom as possible
and then remains motionless so fish will
come to him.

Matthews said the sport is difficult be-
cause the diver has only one chance to
hit his target. After he makes his move,
the fish are spooked.

Not every variety of fish is fair game.
Matthews said Texas law restricts spear-
fishing to rough fish such as carp,
buffalo, gar, shad and drum. Laws in
other states are similar, he said, and SWC
competitions adhere to the regulations of
whatever state they are held in.

Matthews won first and second places
in spearfishing at Lake Whitney last May
for catching 23%z- and 20-pound buffalo.

Not to be outdone, his wife placed
second in the women's division of a
national meet held last fall at Amisfad
Reservoir, near Del Rio on the Rio
Grande.

Matthews said contestants at this na-
tional convention hauled in mor& than
3,000 pounds of fish.

As SWC president, Malthews has
ahead of him a bhusy year. There are
business meetings and conventions to be

- supervised. There are contest dates and

regulations to be settled. And there are
projects he has in mind such as one to
encourage more young people to enter
diving competitions.

Privately, though, his first concern
remains with spearfishing. “1 take it
seriously,” he said. I enjoy winning; I'd
like to go to the nationals and be No. 1.”

-
r
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HE'LL GO JUMP IN A LAKE — Spearfisherman Deryle Matthews, a numeric control operator,

prepares to go under water as his wife, Sandra, and their children wait in the boat.
Matthews is new president of the Southwest Council of Diving Clubs. He and his wife

both enjoy diving and spearfishing.

Profile

East - Texas - Aquanauts

- "‘n—.—-—‘ W e
P,0, Box 7245 Longview, Texas 75601 - (214) 753-0972

100% Southwest Council Membership
We Meet ist Monday Each Month At
Charlie Browns' Restaurant

7330 P.M, - Visitors Welcome
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" UNDERWATER SOCIETY OF AMERICA
1700 LAKE AVYE., GLENVIEW, ILL. 40025

The Underwater Society of America has long been a leader in the campaign of safety for divers. To further
this campaign, the Society provides an attractive Insurance program, not only for diver protection, but to
advise the general public and other insurance companies that organized diving is a safe sport.

If you suffer death or dismemberment while you are diving, you are insured for two thousand dollars. In
accordance with the Safety Practices promoted by the Society, there are the following exclusions: 1. Div-
ing only in parties of 2 or more; 2. Diving only when using the Diver’s flag in the manner'set forth by the
Society Director of Safety; 3. Diving only when breathing apparatus being used is of commercial manu-
facture and not self-constructed, 4. Diving only between sunrise and sunset and in water where skin-
diving is legal; 5. Diving only in water which is free of solid surface ice; 6, Diving for reasons other
than attempts for endurance or depth records; 7. Diving only when free of the influence of liquor or
') natcotics; 8. Diving no deeper than 60 feet unless equipped with self-contained underwater bresthing
A apparatus and, if so equipped, no deeper than 130 feet, and only when weight belts are worn outside all
V harmess, or 9, Piving for hire or employment.

]
)
)
?
)

You are also insured for $500.00 if you suffer,\seatﬁ or dismemberment anywhere in the werld, twenty-four
hours a day, when you ate not diving, with the following exclusions:

This policy does not cover any loss, fatal or non-fatal, caused by or resulting from (1) Suicide or any

> attempt thereat while sane or self-destruction or any attempt thereat while insane; (2) Declared or unde-
clared war or any act thereof; {3) Service in the Armed Forces of any country; (4) Injury sustained while
or in consequence of riding as a passenger or otherwise, in any vehicle or device for aerial navigation
other than as provided in Part HI of this policy; (5) Acrobatic or stunt flying, racing or endurance tests;
(6) Flying which requires a special permit or waiver from an authotity having jurisdiction over civil
aviation, even though granted, unless previously consented to in writing by the Company; (7) Flying in
any rocket-propelled aircraft; (8) Crop dusting, crop seeding or banner towing, (9) Flving in any aircraft
owned or operated by the Society unless previously consented to in writing by the Company; or (10) Skian-
diving while not observing the Safety Rules outlined in another section of this policy.

) Notice of Claim: Written notice of claim must be given to the Company within 20 days after the occurrence
or commencement of any loss covered by this policy, or as soon thereafter as is reasonably possible,
) Notice given by or on behalf of the claimant to the Company at 310 South Michigan Avenue, Chicago, I1lin-
ois, or to any authorized agent of the Company, with information sufficient to identify the insured member
% shall be deemed notice to the Company.

Notice shall also be sent to Accident Research Director, Underwater Society of America, 1701
Lake Avenue, Glenview, [I. 60025.

e L N -
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Special Information
and Advantages
of Membership

UNDERWATER SOCIETY OF AMERICA
1701 LAKE AVE., GLENVIEW, ILL. 600265

Name
GROUP ACCIDENT INSURANCE
Address UNDERWATER REPORTER NEWSPAPER
: . DECOMPRESSION SICKNESS FUND
City, State, Zip SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM

CONTINUQUS DIVER PROGRAMS
Underwater Interests

Please tell me how our club MEMBERSHIP DUES
can affiliate with the Society. Associate Member $ 5.00yr. Check Enclosed:
Contributing Member $ 10.00 yr.

JOIN TODAY! pan T Sroocowr, 2 =

S.W.C. Member $ 3000?1'0




4 L ke o R,

100%
CERTIFIED
DIVERS

FRES~RON

DIVER

JORGENSEN

SEC/TREAS-CTELLAGENE SHELTON

FURLI

CITY~MYRNA JORGENSEN
21 b-465-5588

Think Safe - Dive Safe.

Texins Divers Appreciate Your
Support of our Underwater Safari

Postmaster ~ address correctlon recuested

SIATE
1505 N,W. Columbia
Lawton, OK 73501

Poatage Pald
U.5, Bulk Rate
Permit #148
Lawten, OK 73501 f
non~-profit organ.




